Matrix-free formation of gas-phase biomolecular ions by soft cluster-induced desorption.
All in a ball: Neutral molecular clusters consisting of a few thousand molecules can be seen as tiny snow balls; if they are thrown fast enough onto a surface, they are able to pick up biomolecules such as insulin from that surface. Since they break down and evaporate during and after the collision, bare biomolecular ions are available for mass spectrometry after such an energetic throw.